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SUBJECT: CIV AIR - GROUND SERVICES AT ROME AIRPORTS 
REF: (A) ROME 7432 AND PREVIOUS 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED NOTE VERBALE 079/91 11 OF MAY 23, 1975 

FROM MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS: IN WHICH MFA FORWARDS MINISTRY TRANSPO 
RT COMMENTS ON EMBASSY'S NOTE VERBALE 136 OF MARCH 5, 1975 
DEALING WITH THE MONOPOLISTIC AND DISCRIMINATORY TAKEOVER OF GROUND 
SERVICES AT THE ROME AIRPORTS BY SOCIETA AEROPORTI DP ROMA (SAR). 
(DELIVERY EMBASSY'S NOTE VERBALE REPORTED IN ROME 3344. 

2. MFA NOTE STATES, IN ESSECNE, THAT SAR TAKEOVER IS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ITALIAN LEGISLATION WHICH APPLIES TO ALITALIA 

AS WELL AS FOREIGN CARRIERS, BUT THAT ALITAGIA HAS ADMINISTRATIVELY 
APPEALED DECISION. LAZIO REGIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL HAS ORDERED 
SUSPENSION OF DECISION SO THAT, AT LEAST UNTIL APPEAL 
PROCESS CONCLUDED, ALITALUIA WILL CONTINUE PROVIDE ITS OWN GROUND 
SERVICES. 

3. MFA NOTE MAKES NO RPT NO REFERENCE TO INTERNATIONAL 
OBLIGATIONS SUCH AS US-ITALY AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT OR ICAO 
CONVENTION. INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF MFA NOTE BEING TRANS- 
MITTED BY AIRGRAM. 

4. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE, AFTER 
OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY TEXT OF MFA NOTE AND IN LIGHT OF SITUATION 
REPORTED ROME 7432, WHETHER TO PURSUE THIS MATTER FURTHER 
WITH GOI OR LET IT DROP. LATTER COURSE MIGHT BE SATISFACTORY 
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PRESEDENT WHICH MIGHT BE UTILIZED ELSEWHERE AGAINST WISHES 
US CARRIERS. VOLPE 
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